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Honorable Senator Frank M. Drilon, our keynote speaker for this Investment 

forum, Hon Gov Arthur Defensor Jr, Hon Mayor Jerry P. Trenas, 

distinguished speakers, participants and guests to this Iloilo Investment 

Forum, good morning. 

As quoted from the (to reiterate the words of) Executive Director Francis E. 

Gentoral,  

The overall theme of the Iloilo Investment forum is "Reimagining Iloilo's 

Next Economy as the province and city of Iloilo are now moving forward to 

regain its growth from the impacts of the coronavirus pandemic.  

This event was organized by the Iloilo provincial government, the Iloilo City 

government, and the Iloilo Economic Development Foundation, Inc. (ILEDF). 

This investment forum is structured as a series of business conferences and 

meetings. All preliminary events will take place from Dec 2020 up to 

February 2021 and it will culminate in an International Investment Forum 

calendared by the organizers to happen on March 2021. 

This event was organized in collaboration with the department of 

Agriculture, Department of Trade and Industry, Department of Tourism, and 

the Department of Interior and Local Government.  

To quote Mahatma Gandhi, " The future depends on what we do in the 

present" 

This Iloilo Investment Forum is a way to promote, strengthen and 

encourage growth and development of industries  of economic activites in 

the following sectors: agribusiness, tourism, tourism oriented enterprises, 

manufacturing, property devleopment and services. 



Throughout this two-day event, you will be learning about key concepts on 

the economic feasibility and advantage Iloilo may provide, the promotion of 

agriculture and fisheries as economic stimulants for the province, 

considering agri-business as an investment opportunity hand-in-hand with 

agri-tourism. And that is only for the first day. 

For the second day, you will learn specifically of the application of Cacao, 

Coffee, Fruits and Vegetables that will be discussed  as smart agriculture 

solutions. You will learn how to invest correctly. You will learn how to 

develop your business through logistical and infrastructure solutions. And 

more importantly, you will meet new people, form strong bonds with other 

businessmen and professionals, and definitely greatly impact the economic 

revitalization the agricultural sector is yearning for. 

You should definitely consider yourself lucky to be a part of this event. This 

is in no way a biased statement. On one hand, I personally know many of 

the speakers in the program's roster. A lot are great friends who I share 

great memories and success with. While others I highly admire and have 

great respect for all the success and benefits they have given to this 

province and to the Ilonggos. But one thing is for sure, I know that they are 

all experts in their own regard. So you better listen attentively to them. 

On the other hand, you should consider yourself lucky because Iloilo is 

more than ready to accommodate not just your investments, but also the 

commitment and trust you will put into this beautiful province. We have the 

infrastructure, we have the road networks, we have the markets. More 

importantly, we have the people. 

The Ilonggos are well-educated, capable, and hardworking people. They are 

diverse in their specialties and skills, and they are passionate in their own 

fields. They are friendly, loyal, and as the adage goes, they are loving, 

malambing, people. We are more than pleased to accommodate you. 

And if all those are not enough, the province has prepared several 

incentivizing schemes. These schemes will ensure that new players will not 



have difficulty in joining these industries and at the same time be secured 

of their medium- and long-term plans. Such incentives include tax 

exemptions and non-fiscal incentives. 

All of this accumulate to realize the very essence of the investment and 

promotion policy of the province--to promote, strengthen and encourage 

growth and development in several industries here in Iloilo, including the 

agricultural, agribusiness, and tourism sectors. 

So, for today and tomorrow, may your ears and eyes learn from the 

speakers, may your minds be open to the idea of investing or diversifying to 

the industries that are presented, and may your hearts be ready to commit 

to the successes only your future has to offer. 

And with that, before I end my speech, I would like to reiterate my thanks to 

the organizations that have made all of this possible. First, to the organizers: 

the Province of Iloilo, the City of Iloilo, and ILED Foundation, Inc. Then to 

our partners, DA, DTI, DOT, and DILG. To our sponsors More Power, Union 

Bank, and Aboitiz. And of course, to our co-presentor, First Gen.  

To all of you, thank you very much. To everyone attending, thank you very 

much for being here with us as we embark in this pursuit of making a 

positive impact not only to ourselves, but also to the different sectors, and 

to the Ilonggo community. 

Thank you, kag padayon. Good morning. 


